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@ ACROSS they conspired agai nst
TLH 3 And lsradl said unto himto him.

o Joseph, Do not thy 9 And they took him, and
H brethren feed the flock in cat himintoa _ :and
74 ?come, and | the  wasempty,

will send thee unto them. therewasnowater init.
And he said to him, Here 10 Now Isragl loved Joseph
aml. morethandl his

children, because hewas
the son of his old age:

6 And when hisbrethren
saw thet their father

loved himmorethan all and hemade him a

his brethren, they of many colours.

him, and could not speak 11 And Joseph dreamed a

peaceably unto him. ,and hetold it
8 And when they saw him hisbrethren: and they

afar off , even before he hated him yet the more.

came near unto them,

DOWN

1 and sold Joseph to the
Ishmeelitesfor
pieces of slver: and they
brought Joseph into Egypt.

2 For, behold, we were
binding sheaves in the
field, and, lo, my
arose, and aso stood
upright; and, behold, your
sheaves stoad round
about, and made obeisance
to my .

3 And it cameto pass, when
Joseph was come unto his
brethren, that they
_ Josephout of his
coet, his coat of many
colours that was on him;

4 They are departed hence;
for | heard them say, Let
usgoto .And
Joseph went after his
brethren, and found them
in .

5 and they drew and lifted
up Joseph out of the pit,
and sold Joseph to the
Ishmedlitesfor
pieces of dlver: and they
brought Joseph into Egypt.

7 and, behdd, acompany of
Ishmeelites came from
Gilead with their camels
bearing spicery and balm
and myrrh, going to carry
it down to .

8 | have dreamed a dream
more; and, behold, the sun
and the moon and the
eeven made
obeisanceto me.
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Genesis 37:1-28

il _- - And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his fa-
TR ypor \as a stranger, in the land of Canaan.
Y 2 These are the generations of Jacob. Jo-

seph, being seventeen years old, was feed-

185{] I}('4 7 ing the flock with his brethren; and the lad
‘g was with the sons of Bilhah, and with the

; | sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and Jo-

ﬂt seph brought unto his father their evil re-

D tl‘l‘ port. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than
otnan all his children, because he was the son of
his old age: and he made him a coat of
many colours. 4 And when his brethren

; saw that their father loved him more than

all his brethren, they hated him, and could
not speak peaceably unto him.

5 And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and
they hated him yet the more. 6 And he said unto them, Hear, | pray
you, this dream which | have dreamed: 7 For, behold, we were bind-
ing sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood up-
right; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obei-
sance to my sheaf. 8 And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed
reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words. 9
And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and
said, Behold, | have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun
and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. 10 And he
told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him,
and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed?
Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down
ourselves to thee to the earth? 11 And his brethren envied him; but
his father observed the saying.
12And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem?
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Come, and | will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I.
14 And he said to him, Go, | pray thee, see whether it be well with thy
brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he
sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 15 And
a certain man found him, and, behold, he was wandering in the field:
and the man asked him, saying, What seekest thou? 16 And he said, |
seek my brethren: tell me, | pray thee, where they feed their flocks.
17 And the man said, They are departed hence; for | heard them say,
Let us go to Dothan. And Joseph went after his brethren, and found
them in Dothan. 18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he
came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. 19 And
they said one © another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. 20 Come
now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and
we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see
what will become of his dreams. 21 And Reuben heard it, and he de-
livered him out of their hands; and said, Let us not kill him. 22 And
Reuben said unto them, Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit that
is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; that he might rid
him out of their hands, to deliver him to his father again.

23 And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his brethren,
that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that
was on him; 24 And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the
pit was empty, there was no water in it. 25 And they sat down to eat
bread: and they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a com-
pany of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with their camels bearing
spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 26 And
Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it if we slay our brother,
and conceal his blood? 27 Come, and let us sell him to the Ish-
meelites, and let not our hand be upon him; for he is our brother and
our flesh. And his brethren were content. 28 Then there passed by
Midianites merchantmen; and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of
the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver:
and they brought Joseph into Egypt.

4

1. Wherein the scripturesisthis story found?

2. What did |srael make for Joseph because he loved him, be-
cause he wasthe son of hisold age?

3. Joseph had two dreams, what wer e they about?

4. What did Joseph's brothers think about the dreams and
about Joseph?

5. What did I srael have to say about the dreams?

6. | srael sent Joseph to Shechem to check on the flocks and
his brothers, they weren't there, where did they go?

7. Joseph's brothers saw him from afar, what plans did they
make for him?

8. What happened to Joseph's coat of many colors?

9. And they put Joseph in a pit, and did not harm him, ac-
cording to the advice of their brother

10. And they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and
sold Joseph to the | shmaeslites for pieces of silver:
and they brought Joseph into Egypt.



Genesis 37:5

And Joseph dreamed adream, and he told it his brethren:
and they hated him yet the more.

Genesis 37:27

Come, and let us sall him to the Ishmaelites, and let
not our hand be upon him; for heisour brother and our flesh.

Rey Points

1. When God isusing you for His purposes not every-
one will likeit, or like you.

2. Josephs dreams foretold thingsto come, of the plans
God had for hislife, and whereit fit into God’s ultimate
plans.

3. Even when bad things happen God isusing them for
our ultimate good, and the good of others.

Josepl Sold into Slavery

. |
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Dreams - God has frequently made use of dreamsin
communicating hiswill to men. The most remarkable in-
stances of this are recorded in the history of Jacob (Gen.
28:12; 31:10), Laban (31:24), Joseph (37:9-11), Gideon (Judg.
7), and Solomon (1 Kings 3:5). Other significant dreams are
also recorded, such as those of Abimelech (Gen. 20:3-7), Phar-
aoh's chief butler and baker (40:5), Pharaoh (41:1-8), the
Midianites (Judg. 7:13), Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 2:1; 4:10, 18),
the wise men from the east (Matt. 2:12), and Pilate's wife
(27:19).

To Joseph "the Lord appeared in adream,” and gave himin-
structions regarding the infant Jesus (Matt. 1:20; 2:12, 13, 19).
In avision of the night a"man of Macedonia" stood before
Paul and said, "Come over into Macedonia and help us* (Acts

16:9; see also 18:9; 27:23). c



Joseph in the Pit

Here we see Joseph at the age of seventeen, the
favorite son of his father Israel. You would think that
if anyone new about how children felt when parents
played favorites it would be Jacob. He must have re-
membered how he felt when Esau was his father’s fa-
vorite, and he now must see in the faces of his sons
just how much they were jealous of Jacob, especially
when he received his coat of many colors and just
how much they hated him. What do you think,
maybe it was Jacob’s great love for Rachel, that kept
Joseph as his favorite.

And now it’s as if adding fuel to the fire. Joseph
has a dream “ For, behold, we were binding sheaves
in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood
upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round
about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.” And his
brothers hated him even more, and the thought of
Joseph ruling over them.

Joseph has another dream, “Behold, | have
dreamed a dream more:; and, behold, the sun and the
moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me. Is-
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rael rebuked Him but the Bible says “his father ob-
served the saying. It reminds me in a way of Mary
when it says, “She pondered all these things in her
heart.”

Joseph’s brothers were out in the fields at She-
chem feeding the flocks, when Jacob approached Jo-
seph and asked Him to go to see how his brothers
were. Joseph couldn’t find them in Shechem, and at
the advice of someone there went to Dothan to look
for his brothers.They notice Joseph coming from a
distance, and they began to plan a way to get rid of
Joseph, even to kill him. The oldest brother Rueben
convinced them not to kill Joseph, but rather to place
him in a pit. So they stripped Joseph of his coat of
many colors, and cast him into the pit. Then they sat
down to eat, and while they were eating, they saw a
company of Ishmeelites coming from Gilead with
camels loaded for trading. They decided to spare Jo-
seph’s life, lifted him out of the pit and sold him to
the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver.

As you go forward with other lessons, watch Jo-
seph’s life, and what seems like a bad thing now be-
comes a good thing later, as God fulfills His perfect
plan for Joseph, and for you and me.



