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Numbers 13 : 1-33

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 2 Send thou men, that
they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children
of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every
one a ruler among them.

3 And Moses by the commandment of the LORD sent them from the
wilderness of Paran: all those men were heads of the children of Is-
rael. 4 And these were their names:

of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.

6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph.

8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun.

9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.

10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi.

11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi
the son of Susi.

12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli.

13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.

14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.

15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.

16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the
land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua.

17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said
unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into the
mountain: 18And see the land, what it is, and the people that dwel-
leth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many; 19And
what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and
what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong
holds; 20And what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether
there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring
of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the first ripe
grapes.




21So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin
unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath. 22And they ascended by the
south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai,
the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years be-
fore Zoan in Egypt.) 23And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and
cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they
bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegran-
ates, and of the figs. 24The place was called the brook Eshcol, be-
cause of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down
from thence. 25And they returned from searching of the land after
forty days.
26And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the
congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran,
to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the con-
gregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land. 27And they told
him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and
surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.
28Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the
cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children
of Anak there. 29The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and
the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the moun-
tains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jor-
dan.
30ANd Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up
at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.
31But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up
against the people; for they are stronger than we. 32And they
brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto
the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone
to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all
the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature. 33And there
we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their
sight.
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1. Wherein the scripturesisthisstory found?

2. Into what land did M oses send the men to spy out the land?
3. How many men of each tribe went?

4. What wer e some of the things these men wereto check on?

5. How big werethe cluster of grapesthey cut at the brook of
Eschol?

6. How long did Moses they stay in the land?

7. What did they tell M oses and the congregation about the
land they spied upon?

8. What did they tell Moses and the congregation about the
people they spied upon?

9. Who believed they could go up and possess and over come the
land?

10. What did the other spies believe?

11. What do you think might have happened had they chosen
to overcome the land?



Number 13:30

L et usgo up at once, and possessit;
for wearewell ableto overcomeit.

Numbers 13:33

And therewe saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the
giants: and we werein our own sight as grasshoppers,
and so wewerein ther sight.

Rey Points

1. Twelve men, one from every tribe went in to spy
out the land as M oses told them was a command-
ment of the Lord.

2. Ten men came back and said, "We be not able to
go up against the people; for they are stronger than
we."

3. Joshua and Caleb said that they were well able to
take the land.

The son of Jephunneh
(Num. 13:6; 32:12; Josh. 14:6,
14). He was one of those whom
Moses sent to search the land in
the second year after the Exo-
dus. He was one of the family |
chiefs of the tribe of Judah. He |
and Joshua the son of Nun were |
the only two of the whole num-
ber who encouraged the people
to go up and possess the land,
and they alone were spared
when a plague broke out inp
which the other ten spies per-
ished (Num. 13; 14). All the peo-
ple that had been numbered,
from twenty years old and up-
ward, perished in the wilderness
except these two. The last no-
tice we have of Caleb is when (being then eighty-five years of age) he
came to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, after the people had gained pos-
session of the land, and reminded him of the promise Moses had made to
him, by virtue of which he claimed a certain portion of the land of Kirjath-
arba as his inheritance (Josh. 14:6-15; 15:13-15; 21:10-12; 1 Sam.
25:2,3; 30:14). He is called a "Kenezite" in Josh. 14:6,14. This may simply
mean "son of Kenez" (Num. 32:12). Some, however, read "Jephunneh,
the son of Kenez," who was a descendant of Hezron, the son of Pharez,
a grandson of Judah (1 Chr. 2:5). This Caleb may possibly be identical
with (2).

(4.) Caleb gave his name apparently to a part of the south country
(1 Sam. 30:14) of Judah, the district between Hebron and Carmel, which
had been assigned to him. When he gave up the city of Hebron to the
priests as a city of refuge, he retained possession of the surrounding
country (Josh. 21:11,12; comp. 1 Sam. 25:3).



THE TWELVE SPIES

The lIsraelites stayed in their camp before Mount Sinai almost a year, while they were build-
ing the Tabernacle and learning God's laws given through Moses. At last the cloud over the
Tabernacle rose up, and the people knew that this was the sign for them to move. They took
down the Tabernacle and their own tents, and journeyed toward the land of Canaan for many
days.

At last they came to a place just on the border between the desert and Canaan, called
Kadesh, or Kadesh-barnea. Here they stopped to rest, for there were many springs of water
and some grass for their cattle. While they were waiting at Kadesh-barnea and were expect-
ing soon to march into the land which was to be their home, God told Moses to send onward
some men who should walk through the bnd and look at it, and then come back and tell
what they had found; what kind of aland it was, and what fruits grew in it, and what people
were living in it. The Israglites could more easily win the land if these men, after walking
through it, could act as their guides and point out the best places in it and the best plans of
making war upon it.

A cluster of grapes so large that two men carried it.

So Moses chose out some men of high rank among the people, one ruler from each tribe,
twelve men in al. One of these was Joshua, who was the helper of Moses in caring for the
people, and another was Caleb, who belonged to the tribe d Judah. These twelve men went
out and walked over the mountains of Canaan and looked at the cities and saw the fields. In
one fdace, just before they came back to the camp, they cut down a cluster of ripe grapes
which was so large that two men carried it between them, hanging from a staff. They named
the place where they found this bunch of grapes Eshcol, a word which means "a cluster."
These twelve men were called "spies," because they went "to spy out the land”; and after
forty days they came back to the camp, and this was what they said:

"We walked all over the land and found it a rich land. There is grass for all our flocks, and
fields where we can raise grain, and trees bearing fruits, and streams running down the sides
of the hills. But we found that the people who live there are very strong and are men of war.
They have cities with walls that reach almost up to the sky; and some of the men are giants,
so tall that we felt that we were like grasshoppers beside them."

One of the spies, who was Caleb, sad, "All that is true, yet we need not be afraid to go up
and take the land. It is a good land, well worth fighting for; God is on our side, and he will
help us to overcome those people.”

But al the other spies, except Joshua, said, "No, there is no use in trying to make war upon
such strong people. We can never take those walled cities, and we dare not fight those tall
giants."

And the people, who had journeyed al the way through the wilderness to find this very land,
were so frightened by the words of the ten spies that now, on the very border of Canaan, they
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dared not enter it. They forgot that God had led them out of Egypt, that he had kept them in
the dangers of the desert, that he had given them water out of the rock, and bread from the
sky, and his law from the mountain.

All that night, after the spies had brought back their report, the people were so frightened
that they could not sleep. They cried out against Moses, and blamed him for bringing them
out of the land of Egypt. They forgot al their troubles in Egypt, their toil and their davery,
and resolved to go back to that land. They said:

"Let us choose a ruler in place of Moses, who has brought us into all these evils, and let us
turn back to the land of Egypt!"

But Caleb and Joshua, two of the spies, said, "Why should we fear? The land of Canaan is a
good land; it is rich with milk and honey. If God is our friend and is with us, we can easily
conquer the people who live there. Above al things, let us not rebel against the Lord, or dis-
obey him, and make him our enemy."

But the people were so angry with Caleb and Joshua that they were ready to stone them and
kill them. Then suddenly the people saw a strange sight. The glory of the Lord, which stayed
in the Holy of Holies, the inner room of the Tabernacle, now flashed out, and shone from the
door of the Tabernacle.

And the Lord, out of this glory, spoke to Moses, and said, "How long will this people dis-
obey me and despise me? They shall not go into the good land that | have promised them.
Not one of them shall enter in, except Cdeb and Joshua, who have been faithful to me. All
the people who are twenty years old and over it shall die in the desert; but their little children
shal grow up in the wilderness, and when they become men they shall enter in and own the
land that | promised to their fathers. You people are not worthy of the land that | have been
keeping for you. Now turn back into the desert and stay there until you die. After you are
dead, Joshua shall lead your children into the land of Canaan. And because Caleb showed
another spirit and was true to me, and followed my will fully, Caleb shall live to go into the
land, and shall have his choice of a home there. To-morrow, turn back into the desert by the
way of the Red Sea."

And God told Moses that for every day that the spies had spent in Canaan, looking at the
land the people should spend a year in the wilderness; so that they should live in the desert
forty years, instead of going a once into the promised land.

When Moses told all God's words to the people they felt worse than before. They changed
their minds as suddenly as they had made up their minds.

"No," they dl said, "we will not go back to the wilderness; we will go straight into the land,
and see if we are able to take it, as Joshua and Caleb have said.”

"You must not go into the land," said Moses.

But the people would not obey. They marched up the mountain and tried to march at once
into the land. But they were without leaders and without order—a mob of men, untrained
and in confusion. And the people in that part of the land, the Canaanites and the Amorites,
came down upon them and killed many of them and drove them away. Then, discouraged
and beaten, they obeyed the Lord and Moses, and went once more into the desert.

And in the desert of Paran, on the south of the land of Canaan, the children of Israel stayed
nearly forty years; and all because they would not trust in the Lord.
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